In this wide sense of the word position, a man's rank, his circumstances at the time, his relations to the individual stolen from or to any individual who might possibly be suspected of the theft, the circumstances of the theft?for the manifestation of cleverness or skill in the perpetration may be a perfectly healthy motive inducing to the crime?must all be considered. But if, as in one of the above-mentioned cases, an individual steals towels, and no ordinary motive likely to influence him individually or a healthy person circumstanced as he is, can be discovered, there is a strong probability that the individual stole in consequence of disease.
2. The value of the article taken should be ascertained. In many cases of true kleptomania the value of the article stolen does not seem to be of much importance. To the true thief the value is all important. Before going further, we would say that these tests altogether form a net which will catch the thief and allow the insane to go. Not one of these will alone be sufficient to [April, fessed to her husband that she had during her pregnancy had an irresistible desire to possess herself of shining objects. She confessed to having taken objects from shops, and declared that on one occasion when she went to return the goods she had been restrained from so doing by the belief that the articles were her own. Much evidence was given which went to prove the existence of mental aberration. Casper was referred to, and he concluded that the diseased propensity of Madame de X? was not irresistible, that she had not been compelled to commit the three thefts in spite of herself, and they were criminal actions for which she was responsible, and he gave as reasons :?1. That although the accused had besought her husband not to take her to those places where shining objects were to be seen, she went to goldsmiths'-shops of her own accord, and without any necessity for so doing. 2. That she paid away silver. 3. That she broke up the objects she stole in order that they might not be recognised and in that way lead to her detection.
4. She had not gone to the same goldsmith's shop twice. 5. She had concealed her conduct from her husband. 6. And when she was interrogated had made many false and contradictory statements.
Looking at all the circumstances of the case, we cannot but think that the medical jurist's decision was in accordance with sound principles of law and medicine.
